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Is this a Key 
Decision:

N Included in 
Forward Plan:

No

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

No

Summary:

To amend the current conditions to include the requirement for all licence applicants to 
subscribe to the DBS Update service and to give consent to access by Council officers 

Recommendation(s):

(1) Consider and approve the introduction of a condition for the compulsory subscription 
to the DBS update service (as required by the new national statutory standards).

(2) If agreed, to commence with the amended condition for all new and renewal drivers 
from 1 March 2021

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

The Statutory Standards produced in July 2020 requires a range of amendments to be 
made to current Council conditions regarding taxi licensing. The amendment to DBS 
checks is one of these changes.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

None

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs



There are no financial implications for the Council associated with the proposals in this 
report. DBS checks are paid for by driver applicants.

(B) Capital Costs

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

Legal Implications:
All drivers are currently required to carry out a DBS check, this change to condition 
requires subscription to the update service. Refusal or failure to subscribe will lead to 
refusal or revocation of licence.

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:

Commission, broker and provide core services: 
Provide update on taxi licensing service provision.

Place – leadership and influencer:

Drivers of change and reform:

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:

Greater income for social investment: 

Cleaner Greener

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD.6241/20.) 
and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.4442/20.) have been consulted and any 
comments have been incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 



The introduction of a condition requiring all drivers to subscribe to the update service has 
been shared with trade representatives with no objections received.

Implementation Date for the Decision – 1 March 2021

Contact Officer: Mark Toohey
Telephone Number: Tel: Ext 2274
Email Address: mark.toohey@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

None

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.



1. Introduction/Background

1.1 Members will recall the report to Committee on 7 September 2020 advising of the 
publication of new 'Statutory Taxi & Private Hire Vehicle Standards’ issued by the 
Department for Transport (DfT)

1.2 One of the recommended changes is relating to the Disclosure & Barring Service 
(DBS) enhanced checks. The Council require all drivers to produce a satisfactory 
enhanced DBS certificate as part of the ‘fit & proper’ assessment process (along 
with medical, DVLA, VRQ & knowledge of conditions test). The national standards 
suggest that Council conditions should be amended to require each driver to 
subscribe to the DBS Update Service allowing checks to be made at any time by 
the Council and at least every six months.

1.3 The Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) provides access to criminal record 
information through its disclosure service for England and Wales. The DBS also 
maintains the lists of individuals barred from working in regulated activity with 
children or adults. The DBS makes independent barring decisions about people 
who have harmed, or where they are considered to pose a risk of harm to a child 
or vulnerable person within the workplace. The DBS enables organisations in the 
public, private and voluntary sectors to make safer decisions by identifying 
candidates who may be unsuitable for certain work, especially that which involves 
vulnerable groups including children.

1.4 Subscription to the DBS Update Service allows those with standard and enhanced 
certificates to keep these up to date online and, with the individual’s consent, 
allows nominees to check the status of a certificate online at any time. 
Subscription to the service removes the need for new certificates to be requested, 
reduces the administrative burden and mitigates potential delays in relicensing.

1.5 The statutory standards state that drivers that do not subscribe to the Update 
Service should still be subject to a check every six months (at a cost of £49 each 
time) but the recommendation is the use of the update service. DBS certificates 
are currently required on application and every 3 years so subscription to the 
update service will allow officers to check for any new convictions at any time.

2. Conclusion

2.1 The statutory standards recommend that all Councils amend their conditions to 
make it a requirement for all drivers to subscribe to the DBS update service.

2.2 All licensed drivers should also be required to evidence continuous registration 
with the DBS update service to enable the Council to routinely check for new 
information every six months.

2.3 The update service currently costs £13 per year.

3 Recommendations

3.1 Consider and approve the introduction of an amended condition for the 
compulsory subscription to the DBS update service for all new and renewal 
drivers.



3.2 If agreed, to commence with the amended condition for all new and renewal 
drivers from 1 March 2021.


